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The memoirs of Captain Charles Ryder who is stationed 
at Brideshead Castle during WWII and remembers his 
involvement with the owners of the Brideshead estate: 

the aristocratic yet Catholic Flyte family and in particular brother 
and sister Sebastian and Julia. When he was studying history at 
the University of Oxford, he had befriended wealthy Lord Sebastian 
Flyte, a fl amboyant homosexual and alcoholic. His family, the 
noble Marchmains, strongly disapproved of both proclivities. When 
Sebastian took him home to visit his nanny, Charles was enthralled by 
the grandeur of the Marchmain family estate, known as Brideshead, 
and he entranced by its residents, including the pathologically devout 
Lady Marchmain and her other children, Sebastian’s elder brother 
Bridey and his younger sisters Julia and Cordelia.

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY : 
Julian Edward Peter Jarrold, born 15 May 1960 in Norwich, is a 
BAFTA Award-nominated English fi lm and television director. He is 
a member of the family which founded Jarrolds of Norwich in 1823 
and was educated in Norfolk at Gresham’s School, Holt. He now lives 
in North London.
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