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11TH MUMBAI FILM FESTIVAL

THE REAL REEL

The 21st May, 1975, marked the Broadway premiere 
of Michael Bennett and Nicholas Dante’s musical A 
Chorus Line. When the curtain fell on stage for the 

last time on 28 April, 1990, the piece had been performed 6,137 
times, breaking all records. To date it is the longest lasting Broadway 
American musical ever. At the Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre in New 
York on 5th October, 2005, the curtain went up on a new production. 
In just 19 weeks the play had already recouped its production costs 
of $ 8 million and, after six months, the theatre box-offi ce had taken 
$ 16 million. A Chorus Line is still a hit and the fi lm is not just a 
record of this revival, it also looks back on the making of the original 
musical, and on the 18 dancers who came together in a studio 
in Manhattan on 18th January, 1974, to rehearse, under Michael 
Bennett’s direction, a musical that was to evolve from their own 
stories and experiences. 

DIRECTORS’ BIOGRAPHIES:  
James D. Stern was born in Chicago in 1957. He has worked as 
a producer in Hollywood and on Broadway. His stage productions 
include performances of Stomp, Hairspray and The Producers. He 
began working in the fi lm industry in the mid-1990s. Every Little 
Step is the third documentary he has co-directed with Del Deo. 
Adam Del Deo was born in Portland in 1970. Largely a producer of 
feature fi lms, he has made three documentaries as co-director with 
Stern.
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