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Following the death of his wife in a car accident, a 
college professor decides to teach English Literature 
at an Italian University in Genoa. He is accompanied by 

his two daughters aged 16 and 10 respectively. The elder daughter 
begins secretly dating a local Italian teenager, surreptitiously making 
dates with him behind her father’s back. The younger daughter 
remains close to her father, and still deals with painful memories 
of her mother’s death. The Professor, while enjoying life in Genoa, 
has to deal with the demands of being a single parent while also 
balancing his re-emergent love life. One romantic interest is a fellow 
collegue at the university with whom he shared a brief relationship 
with back at Harvard when both were students. The colleague tries 
to get close to the family, helping with translation and their day-to-
day needs in Genoa, but crossing the thin line between good advise 
and intrusion in their private ways in the process. 

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY : 
Michael Winterbottom (born 29 March 1961 in Blackburn, Lancashire) 
is a prolifi c British fi lmmaker who has directed 16 fi lms in the past 
13 years. He began his career working in British television before 
moving into features. Three of his fi lms -- Welcome to Sarajevo, 
Wonderland and 24 Hour Party People -- have been nominated for 
the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival. Winterbottom went to 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Blackburn, taking his O Levels 
in an accelerated four years, and then attended Oxford University 
before going to fi lm school at Bristol University.
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